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Chapter Two. WITHIN THE PAGAN GATE. The Third Moon day
dawned propitiously upon the plains which reached beyond
Mandalay to the crumbling walls of Pagan. With the first gray
light of morning a hundred thousand forms rose from the
ground on which they had slept through the night and began
pushing, a great seething mass of half hysterical humanity,
toward the city gates which had opened upon this same tableau,
each year, for ten centuries. From all the roads that converged
upon the Pagan plain long lines of tardy pilgrims hurried, losing
themselves in the greater mass like little rivulets flowing through
ridges ia the banks of a swirling lake to add their streams to the
eddying bulk. When the first red glow of the wakening sua tinted
the horizon above the low line of hills to die east, presaging the
coming of...
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