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illustrated. 1821 Excerpt: . . . sir, returned Mrs. Wilton; | do not Avish our dear Frances to be a wonder. Oh, no! |
have seen enough of that sort of thing, to dislike it as much as you do; our neighbour Lady Jane has surfeited
me in this way; and, between ourselves, there is something vastly unfeminine in a girls professing a predilection
for studies that belong exclusively to the other sex. No, it is not the study of algebra or geometry that | would
wish your daughter to pursue;---she must be a musicianj an artist, a linguist; and the accomplishment of
dancing must not be omitted. Now all this is a very arduous undertaking, and necessary, if she wish to equal
those of her own rank. But, suppose my daughter has neither taste nor talents for2he acquirements you deem
essential, returned Mr. Austen; would it not be a deplorable waste of time and money, to compel. her to learn
these things admitting it to be fair that she should attempt what ie usually thought requisite in female
education. | consider it unfeeling as well as useless, to make mere embellishments compulsory. | might regret
the deficiencies in her natural taste, which made her indifferent to pursuits which, if moderately pursued, are
pleasing and harmless; but, if she evinced a desire to learn those of a more abstruse kind, --if she preferred
figures to music; | see no objection to her devoting a portion of her time to algebra. Geometry might...
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