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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Bulletin of the North Carolina Board of Health, 1913,
Vol. 28 The great epidemics of the 70 s brought forcibly to the attention of the people the necessity for
organized public health work. Though the first State Board of Health was based upon the suggestion of a
woman in Massachusetts, during a typhoid epidemic in that state, the American Public Health Association,
organized in 1872, was the chief influence towards organized State Boards of Health. The Secretary of the
North Carolina State Board of Health says, in the First Biennial Report: Had there been no Medical Journal in
North Carolina there would have been no State Board of Health now in existence, (1881). Investigation reveals
the fact that the Medical Journal was edited by Dr. Wood, and that he was, probably, the sole proprietor, hence
a true statement would read, Had there been no Dr. Wood in North Carolina there would have been no State
Board of Health organized at that time, for the law establishing the State Board of Health was procured by him
through his untiring efforts towards that end. The law establishing the North Carolina State Board of Health
which was passed on February 12, 1877, made North Carolina the twelfth state to express its appreciation of
organized health work by legislation. This law made the State Medical Society, which was organized in 1849, the
State Board of Health. The work was placed by the Society in the hands of a committee, of which Dr. Thomas
Fanning Wood was elected Secretary and Treasurer. The sum of one hundred dollars annually was placed at
the disposal of the Medical Society, to defray the...
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