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distinguished oEicial gentlemen, and from many eminent merchants; and has endeavored, whenever it. was
practicable, to base his conclusions upon oEicial documents. In very many instances, however, he has been
obliged to adopt less authentic data; and he does not suppose that, amidst conflicting and contradictory
statements, he has had sagacity enough to uniformly select those most worthy of being relied upon, or that the
inferences he has drawn are always such as the real circumstances of the case would warrant. At all events, he
has done his best not to be too much wanting in these respects. It must be well understood that this work is
framed with the view, not of instructing the business man in relation to his own immediate and daily pursuits
only, but also of placing within his reach information which it is always important, and oGen necessary, that he
should possess, which many engaged in active business might find it exceedingly diEicult to procure elsewhere,
and which, being presented under an alphabetical arrangement, may be advantageously consulted even by
those who have access to more expensive books. In regard to the matter of the work, as distinct from its form,
the editor s aim has been to give the greatest possible amount of facts in the smallest number of words. The
plan excludes, in general, long essays and treatises; for even those subjects which require considerable space
for their proper treatment have, in most cases, been subdivided and discussed under separate heads in a
manner which, it is hoped,...
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